
 

 

Expressive and Receptive Language 
Activities 

 

 

Synonyms and Antonyms 

Expressive language examples (antonyms) 

• Easy: What is the opposite of down? 

• Moderate: What is the opposite of empty? 

• Difficult: What is the opposite of deny? 

 

Expressive language examples (synonyms) 

• Easy: Another word that means the same as, little 

• Moderate: Another word that means the same as, over 

• Difficult: Another word that means the same as, difficult 

To make this a receptive exercise (which will include prepositions) you will have to present objects and 
manipulate them to demonstrate different positions. For example, to demonstrate the prepositions; in, 
on, and beside, you can use a box and two spoons. First, place one spoon on the box and the other 
spoon beside the box. Ask, "Which spoon is on the box?" 

Yes/No Questions 

Presenting questions that require a simple "yes" or "no" answer is a great activity to stimulate reasoning 
skills. 

Yes/No Examples: 

• Easy: Is this shirt red? 

• Moderate: Are all dogs the same size? 

• Difficult: Is New York on the east coast? 

 

 

 



Word Finding 

Word finding activities are used to assist in word recall. One way to practice this at home is to say a 
sentence and leave the last word out. It's best if the missing word is a person, place, or thing. 
 
Expressive Word Finding Examples: 

• Easy: Wash your hands with soap and ... 

• Moderate: I sewed my pants with a needle and ... 

• Difficult: The Statue of Liberty is in ... 

 

Functional Naming 

Show your child an item and ask him/her to tell you what it is used for: 

Functional Naming Examples: 

• Easy: Shoe; do you eat it or wear it? 

• Moderate: What do you do with a shoe? 

• Difficult: What do you do with a computer? 

 

Inferences 

This activity addresses higher level thinking as your child will need to "assume" what an answer might be 
based on indirect information. 

Inference Examples: 

• Easy: Bob ordered a pancake and bacon. Did he order breakfast or lunch? 

• Moderate: Paige uses a stick to hit a ball. When she hits the ball, she runs around the bases. What is 
Paige doing? 

• Difficult: Looking through the two lenses gave Pete a much closer view of the stars. What was he 
looking through? 

 

Auditory Comprehension 

Read a passage to your child and ask a series of WH (who, what, when, where, why, and how) about 
what was read. 


